OWL ESSAY 2021
Terms & Conditions
1. The promoter is: Australian Orthopaedic Association (AOA) ABN 45 000 759 795, whose
registered office is at Level 26, 201 Kent Street, Sydney, NSW 2000.
2. Employees of AOA or their family members or anyone else connected in any way with the
OWL Essay or helping to set up the OWL Essay shall not be permitted to enter the OWL
Essay.
3. There is no entry fee and no purchase necessary to enter this OWL Essay. Route to
participation for the OWL Essay is for female (and those who identify as female) medical
students from Australian medical schools, interns and prevocational doctors who are not yet
on the AOA training program and currently working in Australian hospitals.
4. The closing date for entry to the OWL Essay 2021 will be 5pm, Monday 30 August 2021
AEST. After this date, no further entries to the OWL Essay 2021 will be permitted. No
responsibility can be accepted for submissions not received for whatever reason.
5. The rules of the OWL Essay 2021 and details regarding the prize for the overall winner are as
follows: complete the relevant questions that you are asked to provide (full name, current
career stage, gender, state of current residence, mobile phone number, email address) along
with your submitted essay having a 750 word count excluding references which is in response
to the essay topic: Give a girl a hammer. Please discuss.
6. The one overall OWL Essay 2021 winner will receive the following prize:
Registration for a face to face state AOA branch meeting in 2021, 2022 or future meeting
(dependant on Covid-19 regulations and restrictions – see Force Majeure details). The
state AOA branch meeting offered will be the state in which the overall winner resides or
an agreed option. The 1 x registration will also include the social components to allow
networking and engagement opportunities with their state’s Orthopaedic community.
The overall winner will have access to up to 1 nights’ accommodation if required (i.e. the
state branch meeting is a 2- or 3-day duration) to allow the overall winner to participate in
other parts of the meeting.
The overall winner will also have the opportunity (where available) to present, showcase
or display their essay or other alternative and receive an award at their State AOA
branch meeting.
If a face to face meeting is not available or suitable, the option for virtual participation
may be considered if appropriate. This will be determined by the promoter.
The overall winner’s essay will be published in an agreed AOA Bulletin publication,
ideally prior to the AOA state branch meeting.
7. The promoter reserves the right to cancel or amend the OWL Essay 2021 and these terms
and conditions without notice in the event of a catastrophe, war, civil or military disturbance,
act of God including pandemic or any actual or anticipated breach of any applicable law or
regulation or any other event outside of the promoter’s control. Any changes to the OWL
Essay 2021 will be notified to entrants as soon as possible by the promoter. (see Force
Majeure clause).
8. The promoter is not responsible for inaccurate prize details supplied to any entrant by any
third party connected with this OWL 2021 Essay.
9. No cash alternative to the prize will be offered. The prize is not transferable. The prize is
subject to availability and the promoter reserves the right to substitute the prize with another
of equivalent value without giving notice.
10. The winning submission will be as a result of the following marking process.
Marking Criteria & Points:
Essay submissions will be marked and allocated points as follows:
Criteria
Number of points
allocated
Relevance to the topic 5 points
Strength of arguments 5 points
Creativity
5 points
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Marking Process:
Essays will be marked in two rounds.
Essays will be de-identified and distributed amongst a minimum of 10 ‘official markers of
OWL’, including at least two male champion of change member/s or orthopaedic
consultant males. Additional markers may be added if a large submission of essays are
received for marking.
In ‘round 1’, all essays submitted by the due date will be marked. Each surgeon will mark
their proportion of the essays (for example, in the setting of 100 essay submissions, each
surgeon will mark 10 essays). The top three essays from each surgeon will then be
distributed to all surgeons, creating a set number of finalists. This would mean 30 top
essays in round one regardless of the total number of submitted essays.
In ‘round 2’, the final essays will then be marked by all ‘official markers’, the marks
pooled and ranked.
A final overall winner will be selected and then the highest-ranking essay from each state
(depending on the address of the writer) will be selected as – a highly recommended
nomination for that state.
It is noted that not all states may have a highly recommended nomination.
All entries received will be verified by Promoter and/or its agents.
The overall winner of the OWL Essay 2021 will be announced by email within 28 days of the
closing date. If the winner cannot be contacted or does not claim the prize within 14 days of
notification, we reserve the right to withdraw the prize from the winner and pick a replacement
winner.
Details of the prize will be sent to the overall winner once the overall winner has been
contacted and provided by the nominated email address.
The promoter’s decision in respect of all matters to do with the OWL Essay 2021 will be final
and no correspondence will be entered into.
By entering this OWL Essay 2021, an entrant is indicating his/her agreement to be bound by
these terms and conditions.
The OWL Essay 2021 and these terms and conditions will be governed by Australian law and
any disputes will be subject to the exclusive jurisdiction of the courts of Australia.
The overall winner agrees to the use of his/her name and image in any publicity material. Any
personal data relating to the winner or any other entrants will be used solely in accordance
with current Australian data protection legislation and will not be disclosed to a third party
without the entrant’s prior consent.
The overall winner’s name will be available 28 days after closing date by sending an email to
owl@aoa.org.au.
Participation into the OWL Essay 2021 will be deemed as acceptance of these terms and
conditions.
This OWL Essay 2021 is in no way sponsored, endorsed or administered by, or associated
with, Facebook, Twitter or any other Social Network. You are providing your information to
AOA and not to any other party. The information provided will be used in conjunction with the
following Privacy Policy found here at (www.aoa.org.au/docs/default-source/majordocuments-public/ref001-privacy-policy_august-2020.pdf?sfvrsn=af2adf04_2).

FORCE MAJEURE
Definition. Force Majeure Event includes acts of God, epidemic, pandemic, disease or public health
alert, hostilities, war (declared or undeclared), act of terrorism or other threatened acts of violence,
hijack, blockade, national strikes, riots, civil commotion or disturbance, a governmental restraint, a
court order, an act or omission of a government agency, fire, flood, storm, cyclone or earthquakes.
1.1 Responding to Force Majeure Events. If the promoter is affected by a Force Majeure Event we
will give written notification to the Essay entrants as soon as reasonably possible, providing
details of the Force Majeure Event and (to the extent reasonably ascertainable) the obligations
from which the promoter is prevented from undertaking.
1.2 Suspension of obligations. If a Force Majeure Event prevents or delays the promoter from
undertaking our obligations in relation to the Essay, we will not be obligated to continue with the
for so long as the Force Majeure Event continues.

